
The Scagliola altar frontal in Canton Ticino 
guidelines for diagnostic and conservation

Starting from the second decade  of the 18th 
Century, in Canton Ticino and in the nearby 
Italian region, there was an extraordinary 
diffusion of the Scagliola technique for the 
realization of altar frontals. 
The Scagliola was deeply studied from an 
historical and artistic point of view, but the 
original technique, the material used and 
the degradation process have never been 
sistematically investigated. 
For this reason, the Conservation-
restoration course has developed a research 
project in order to collect useful information 
and fill the gap of knowledge that currently 
makes difficult the implementation of 
conservation treatments.

The project is divided into four phases:
- A preliminary phase aimed to understand

deterioration phenomena and original 
techniques in order to create a specific 
datasheet for the catalogation of Scagliola 
altar frontals.

- A survey phase focused on the study
of artworks that will be selected during 
the preliminary phase and chosen for the 
relevance of their execution techniques 
and deterioration phenomena. This study 
will be supported by scientific analysis in 
order to understand the modus operandi 
of the artists, as well as the causes and 
mechanism of deterioration.

- During the executive phase, conservation
treatments will be carried on three different 
artworks. These will be selected based 
upon their condition considered particularly 
representative for deterioration problems 
that are frequently assessed.

- During the dissemination phase, the
results acquired will be shared with all 
professionals, restorers, and authorities (in 
Switzerland and abroad). This task will be 
achieved through publications, the opening 
of a specific web page, the organization 
of conferences and training courses on 
Scagliola conservation.
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Fig.1: Sessa, Church of San Martino. Photo A. Heitmann, Catalogo 
MONN, 2006.

Fig.2: Monte Carasso, Church of Sant’Andrea. Photo A. 
Heitmann, Catalogo MONN, 2006.

Fig.3: Ponte Capriasca, Oratory of San Rocco. Detail of the Scagliola altar frontal in visible 
and UV light. Photo SUPSI, 2017.

Fig.4: Bedigliora, altar frontal from the Church of San Salvatore. Details of crack and detach-
ments, Photo SUPSI, 2017.




